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< The Shepherd Speaks>

Walking together as a family of Believers

Communion — Participation — Mission

My dear Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and beloved faithful
in Christ,

As we enter the month of September, I wish to
pause and reflect on the journey we, as a Diocese, have
undertaken together: “Walking Together as a Family of Believers.” This
reflection is not merely a reminder of what we have already begun, but also an
encouragement and inspiration to continue our journey with renewed
commitment towards the implementation of the vision and pastoral priorities
of our Diocesan Synod and Pastoral Plan.

My dear brothers and sisters, I continually thank God for each one of
you. I am deeply grateful to our priests who remain in close communion with
me, with filial affection, respect and a spirit of generous collaboration, serving
the Diocese faithfully wherever they are sent, especially in our difficult and
remote mission areas. I am grateful to them for their willingness to work with
me and to contribute wholeheartedly to the realization of our shared vision of
building a vibrant, united and missionary Diocese. I also thank our religious
priests, brothers and sisters who show me such affection and generously offer
themselves, often quietly and selflessly, for the service of God and His people
in our Diocese. I am equally grateful for our catechists and pastoral animators
who tirelessly nourish and strengthen the faith of our communities. I see parents
faithfully handing on the gift of faith to their children; I see young people
searching for Christ and seeking meaning and direction in their lives; and I see
families striving to live the Gospel amidst the joys, struggles and challenges of
daily life. For all these blessings, we have every reason to lift our hearts in
gratitude and say: Thanks be to God!
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At the same time, the Lord is inviting us to go a step further. He is
inviting us not merely to belong to the Church, but to build the Church together.
This is at the heart of our Diocesan Pastoral Plan, “Walking Together as a
Family of Believers.” We have begun forming Family Units, Parish Pastoral
Councils and Parish Finance Committees. We are encouraging greater
participation of the laity, women and youth. We are seeking to strengthen our
pastoral, spiritual and missionary life through various commissions.

But these are not merely programmes or structures. They are an
invitation to conversion. They are an invitation to become the Church that the
Lord desires us to be. We belong to one another St. Paul gives us a beautiful
image: “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12)

The Church is the Body of Christ. We are not isolated individuals who
happen to come together for Mass. Through Baptism, we have become members
of one another. The hand needs the foot. The eye needs the ear. The strong
need the weak, and the weak need the strong. In the same way, the priest
needs the laity, the laity need the priest, families need the parish, the parish
needs its families, young people need the guidance of the elders, and the Church
needs the energy and creativity of its youth.

Every person has a place. Every person has a gift. Every person has a
mission. Therefore, I would like to encourage all of us to move from “my parish”
to “our parish,” from “my responsibility” to “our responsibility,” and from
“what can the Church do for me?” to “what can I do for the Church?”. This
change of heart is essential if we want our Pastoral Plan to bear fruit.

From spectators to participants: My dear brothers and sisters, the Church
cannot be built by priests alone. Our priests have a beautiful and irreplaceable
vocation. But the mission of the Church belongs to the whole People of God.
This is why I place so much importance on our Family Units and Parish Pastoral
Councils. I would like our Family Units to become genuine small Christian
communities —places where families know one another, pray together, share
their joys and sorrows, care for those in difficulty, visit the sick and elderly,
and encourage one another in faith.

KURNOOL VANI - SEPTEMBER 2026 97




I would like our Parish Pastoral Councils to become genuine places of
communion and discernment, where priests and lay faithful listen to one
another, reflect together and work together for the good of the parish. Let us
not allow these structures to become merely another set of meetings and
registers. Let them become instruments of the Holy Spirit. I appeal especially
to our priests: trust your people and give them opportunities to serve. And I
appeal to our lay faithful: do not be afraid to take responsibility. Do not say,
“This is the work of the priest.” If the Lord has given you a gift, He has given
it for the good of His Church.

From participation to mission: But there is another step. Our
communion must lead to mission. Jesus tells us: “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19). We cannot remain inside our churches and wait
for people to come to us. There are families around us who need
encouragement. There are people who have stopped coming to Church. There
are young people who are searching for meaning. There are elderly persons
who feel forgotten. There are sick people who need someone to sit beside them.
There are poor families who need our solidarity. There are children who need
someone to teach them how to pray.

Sometimes we think that evangelization requires great programmes and
extraordinary talents. But evangelization can begin very simply. A visit can
evangelize. A listening heart can evangelize. A word of encouragement can
evangelize. A family prayer can evangelize. An act of forgiveness can evangelize.
A helping hand can evangelize. Mission begins wherever Christian love
becomes visible. I dream of a Diocese where every Family Unit becomes a
little missionary community, where every parish becomes a centre of prayer
and outreach, and where every Catholic feels personally responsible for
bringing at least one more person closer to Christ.

Our young people are not merely the future. I wish to make a special
appeal to our young people. You are not simply the future of the Church. You
are the Church today. The Church needs your enthusiasm, your courage, your
questions, your creativity and your generosity. Do not remain on the margins
of parish life. Come forward. Take responsibility. Participate in prayer,
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catechesis, liturgy, social service, evangelization and digital ministry. Use your
talents for Christ. The world is full of voices competing for your attention.
The Church wants to help you hear the voice of Jesus, who says: “Come, follow
me.” And I want our Diocese to be a place where every young person can
discover that following Christ is not a burden but a beautiful adventure. In
order to facilitate our youth ministry, I will soon publish the Youth Directory
with concrete guidelines for the youth ministry in our diocese.

A special place for our women: I also wish to express my gratitude to
the women of our Diocese. Much of the faith of our families is carried quietly
by mothers, grandmothers, sisters and daughters. Often without recognition,
they pray, teach, accompany, sacrifice and hold families together. I want to see
the gifts and wisdom of our women increasingly welcomed in the pastoral
life of our Diocese. The Church becomes richer when every gift is recognized
and every voice is heard. Walking together means listening. We cannot walk
together if we do not listen to one another. First, we must listen to the Word of
God. Then we must listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. And we must learn to
listen to one another —especially to those whose voices are often not heard.

Walking together does not mean that we will always agree on
everything. It means that, even when we have different opinions, we remain
brothers and sisters. Let us therefore avoid unnecessary divisions, groupism,
jealousy and criticism. Let us not allow small differences to become greater
than our love for Christ. We have one Lord, one faith, one Baptism and one
Church. What unites us is always greater than what divides us.

Our Pastoral Plan must become a way of life. It is not a document to be
kept on a shelf. A Pastoral Plan succeeds not when all the activities are
completed on paper, but when people encounter Christ, families become
stronger, communities become united and the Church becomes more
missionary.

As we begin this month, I ask each one of you to carry one question in
your heart:” Lord, what are You asking me to do for Your Church?” Perhaps
the Lord is asking you to become part of a Family Unit. Perhaps He is asking
you to accept a responsibility in your parish. Perhaps He is asking you to visit
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someone who is lonely. Perhaps He is asking you to forgive someone. Perhaps
He is asking you to give some of your time or talent. Perhaps He is asking you
to become more involved in the faith formation of your children.

Whatever it may be, do not think that your contribution is too small.
The Lord does not ask us whether we have much. He asks whether we are
willing to offer what we have. Five loaves and two fish may seem insignificant.
But when they are placed in the hands of Jesus, they become enough to feed a
multitude.

As your Bishop, I carry a dream in my heart. I dream of a Diocese where
no Catholic feels forgotten, where every family feels that it belongs, where
our parishes are alive, where our young people are enthusiastic disciples of
Jesus, where women are respected and their gifts are fully appreciated, where
priests and lay faithful work together with trust, where every Family Unit
becomes a little community of faith and finally a Diocese where every parish
becomes missionary. Above all, I dream of a Diocese where, when people
encounter us, they can say: ”See how they love one another.” That is the Church
I believe the Lord is asking us to become. Let us walk together.

My dear brothers and sisters, we have a long journey ahead of us. We
may not have everything we need. We may face difficulties. We may sometimes
make mistakes. But we do not walk alone. Christ walks with us. And when
Christ walks with us, we have nothing to fear.

I entrust this journey of our Diocese to Mary, Mother of the Church and
our Mother. She walked with Jesus from Bethlehem to Calvary and beyond.
She teaches us to listen, to trust, to say “Yes” to God and to serve with humility.
May she accompany every family of our Diocese. May she accompany every
priest and religious. May she accompany our children and young people. May
she accompany our sick, elderly and poor. And may she help us to become
what we are called to be: One family of believers, walking together, serving
together and proclaiming Christ together.

Invoking God’s blessings,
% JOHANNES GORANTLA OCD
Bishop of Kurnool
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HoLy FATHER’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION

o For the care of water : Let us pray for a
just and sustainable management of

water, a vital resource, so that every one

may have equal access to it.
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Di1ocese or KurNooL
Role and Responsibilities of the Commission Secretaries
(Orientative Guidelines)
1. INTRODUCTION

In the light of the diocesan pastoral vision that seeks to build “Communities of faith
as families of believers”, the Commissions of the Diocese of Kurnool play a vital role in
animating, coordinating, and implementing the pastoral mission of the Church.

These Commissions are constituted in correspondence with the structures of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), the Conference of Catholic
Bishops of India (CCBI), and the Telugu Catholic Bishops’ Council (TCBC).
They serve as instruments of communion (communio) and mission (wissio), fostering
collaboration between the universal, national, regional, and local Church.

In accordance with the spirit of the Code of Canon Law (cf. cann. 394 §1; 511-
514), the diocesan bishop promotes coordinated pastoral action, and the commissions
assist in realizing this mandate through specialized pastoral care.

2. Identity of a Commission Secretary

A Commission Secretary is not simply an organizer, but:
« A pastoral animator who inspires and mobilizes.

o A bridge-builder between the Diocese and national/regional Church
structures.

« Alistener and discerner, attentive to the signs of the times.

« Afacilitator of synodality, fostering collaboration among clergy, religious,
and laity.
He/She exercises this role in communion with the Bishop, who is the chief
shepherd and moderator of all pastoral activity (cf. can. 391).

3. ROLE AT THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVEL
Commission Secretaries serve as official representatives of the Diocese in their
respective sectors. Their responsibilities include:
e Maintaining active communication with the CBCI, CCBI, and TCBC
Commissions.
e Provide timely information to these bodies whenever requested
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e Receiving, studying, and disseminating guidelines, policy documents, and pastoral
orientations issued at national and regional levels.

o Participating in meetings, seminars, and workshops organized by these bodies.

e Representing the Diocese of Kurnool by articulating its pastoral realities,
challenges, and contributions at broader ecclesial forums.

The Diocese shall ordinarily support participation in such meetings by providing
necessary financial assistance (travel, registration, etc.), recognizing this as an essential
dimension of ecclesial communion and co-responsibility.

4. ROLE WITHIN THE DIOCESE

Within the Diocese, Commission Secretaries are entrusted with the responsibility of
contextualizing and implementing the pastoral directives received from higher bodies,
always in harmony with the diocesan pastoral plan and under the guidance of the
Bishop (cf. can. 391).
They are to:
o DPrepare a Strategic annual/triennial Plan for their respective commission.
e Submit the plan for approval to the Bishop.
e Form and animate a team or sub-commission, including clergy, religious,
and competent lay faithful (cf. can. 228 §1).
e Encourage co-responsibility and participation of the laity in the mission of the
Church (cf. can. 204 §1).
e Organize programs at diocesan, deanery, and parish levels.
e Periodically review and evaluate pastoral initiatives.

5. SPECIFIC AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY, FOR EXAMPLE
i. Bible Commission

e Promote love for Sacred Scripture (cf. Dei Verbum, 21-25).

e Develop programs such as Vacation Bible Schools, Bible quizzes, and Scripture
study groups.

e Facilitate access to the Bible in families and communities.

e Engage collaborators, including catechists, religious, and trained laity.

ii. Commission for Migrants

e Identify and accompany migrant Catholic families within the Diocese.
e Ensure their integration into parish life and sacramental participation.
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e Promote pastoral care inspired by the Church’s teaching on migrants (cf. Erga
mgrantes caritas Christi).
e Coordinate welfare initiatives addressing their socio-spiritual needs.

iii. Commission for Women
e Promote the dignity and vocation of women (cf. Mulieris Dignitatens).
e Ensure women’s participation in decision-making bodies where applicable (cf.
can. 228).
e Organize leadership formation and empowerment programs.

e Encourage active involvement of women at all levels of ecclesial life.

iv. Liturgy Commission
e Ensure faithful implementation of liturgical norms (cf. can. 838).
e Promote active participation of the faithful (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilinm, 14).
e Organize formation programs for clergy, religious, and laity.
e Foster liturgical music, decorum, and meaningful celebrations.

v. Health Commission
e Collectinformation of all the Doctors/Nurses/Medical officers of the diocese
of Kurnool
e Promote the healing ministry of Christ (cf. Mt 25:30).
e Organize medical camps and health awareness programs.
e Collaborate with healthcare institutions and volunteets.

vi. Family and Laity Commission
o Strengthen Christian family life as the “domestic Church” (cf. Familiaris Consortio).
e Conduct pre-marriage courses and post-marriage accompaniment.

e Promote lay participation in the Church’s mission.

vii. Youth Commission

e Accompany youth in their faith journey (cf. Christus 1/ivii).

e Organize youth gatherings, leadership programs, and formation initiatives.

e Make sure that the youth participate actively in the regional and national youth
programs

o Initiate programs for school drop outs, coaching centres, job oriented courses
to help the youth in finding jobs etc.

e Foster missionary spirit and social responsibility among youth.
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viii. SC / BC / ST Commission
e Promote justice, dignity, and inclusion of marginalized communities.
e Advocate for equal opportunities within Church structures.
o Take initiatives to fight for justice, abolition of 1950 Presidential Order
concerning the SC status for Christians.
e Develop empowerment and awareness programs.

ix. Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue
e Promote unity among Christians (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio).
e Foster respectful dialogue with other religions (ct. Nostra Aetate).

e Encourage collaboration for peace and social harmony.

x. Vocation, Clergy, and Religious Commission
e Promote vocations to priesthood and consecrated life (cf. can. 233 §1).
e Organize vocation camps and discernment programs.
e Support ongoing formation of clergy and religious.

xi. Prison Ministry
e Provide pastoral care to prisoners (cf. Mt 25:306).
e Organize visits, spiritual assistance, and rehabilitation initiatives.
e Collaborate with civil authorities for the welfare of inmates.
xii. Doctrine and Theology

e Organise seminars to study the magisterial teaching of the Church especially
the new encyclicals for clergy, religious and lay faithful

6. COLLABORATION AND ACCOUNTABILITY

All Commission Secretaries are accountable to the Bishop and are expected to:
e Submit annual reports of activities and finances.
e Participate in diocesan pastoral review meetings.
e Work in collaboration with other commissions, parishes, and institutions.

7. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND RESOURCE MOBILISATION of
Diocesan Commissions

i.  Annual Diocesan Allocation: The Diocese shall make an annual financial allocation
to each Commission according to its pastoral priorities, programmes and
available resources. The Secretary of the Commission shall prepare a realistic
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annual plan and budget and ensure that the amount allotted is used prudently
and exclusively for the approved purposes.

. Responsible Stewardship and Accountability: The Secretary is entrusted with the
responsibility of administering the allotted funds with prudence, integrity and
accountability. Every expenditure should serve the mission of the Commission
and should be propetly documented. A brief financial report, together with
the necessary supporting documents, shall be submitted to the Diocese as part
of the annual report of the Commission.

u1. Mobilising Resources within the Diocese: 'The financial responsibility of a Commission
should not depend entirely on the diocesan allocation. Secretaries are encouraged
to mobilise resources from within the Diocese by presenting the vision and
activities of their respective ministries to the parishes and individual donors.
The faithful should be invited to participate not merely as donors but as partners
in the mission of the Church, contributing according to their ability, time, talents
and resources.

w.  Transparency Inspires Generosity: Transparency, accountability and a clear pastoral
purpose create trust, and trust inspires generosity. When people see that
resources are being used honestly, responsibly and for a genuine pastoral
purpose, they are more willing to join hands and support the ministry. Every
Commission, therefore, should cultivate a culture of openness, responsible
stewardship and shared ownership, so that the faithful may feel that their
contribution is truly helping to build the Church and serve her mission.

8. CONCLUSION

The effectiveness of the Commissions depends on the dedication, creativity, and
pastoral zeal of the Secretaries and their teams. Rooted in prayer, guided by the Word
of God, and inspired by the teachings of the Church, they are called to build a vibrant,
participatory, and missionary Diocese. May their service contribute to the growth of a
synodal Church, walking together in faith, hope, and charity.

" JOHANNES GORANTLA OCD
Bishop of Kurnool
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BISHOP'S PROGRAMME

SEPTEMBER 2026

01-03 Tue

05 Sat 10:00 am
06:00 pm

06 Sun 05:30 pm

07 Mon 06:00 pm

08 Tue 09:00 am
03:00 pm

09 Wed

10 Thu

12 Sat  10:30 am

13 Sun 06:30 am

14 -18 Mon

19 Sat  10:30 am

20 Sun 07:30 am

21-25 Mon

26 Sat  09:00 am

28 Mon

29 Tue

30 Wed

TCBC Meeting

Mass at Hyderabad

Mass at Mother Teresa Convent, Kurnool

Mass at Arogya Matha Shrine, Bellary

Festive Mass at Arogya Matha Church, Kalluru

Festive Mass of Our Lady of Good Health at
Peddakotala

Festive Mass at Our Lady of Good Health Shrine,
Guntakal.

In Office

10" Episcopal Anniversary of Bishop of Guntur
Golden Jubilee of CMC Convent, Sirvel

Mass at Cathedral & Regional Health Commission
Meeting.

CCBI & CBCI Bangalore

Golden Jubilee of CMC Convent, Pathikonda
Mass at Anantapur

Diocesan Clergy Retreat

Mass at Vincentian Regional House, Vijayawada.
Ecumenical Meeting - Jeevasudha

In Office

In Office

% JOHANNES GORANTLA OCD
Bishop of Kurnool
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COMMUNICATIONS

1. Holy Masses Received:

Our Lady of Health Shrine, Guntakal | 1037 Masses X Rs.100/-| 103700/-
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Anantapur| 132 Masses X Rs.100/- | 13200/-

Holy Family Parish, Polur 60 Masses X Rs.100/- 6000/-
St. Teresa’s Co-Cathedral, Kurnool 106 Masses X Rs.100/- | 10600/-
St. Joseph’s Church, Gooty 53 Masses X Rs.100 5300/-
Fr. CJ. Varghese, Samarpana 30 Masses X Rs.100 3000/-
Infant Jesus Church, Adoni 50 Masses X Rs.100/- | 5000/-

St. Mary’s Piligrim Church, Premagiri | 100 Masses X Rs.100/- | 10000/-
Sinai, Divine Retreat Center, Premagiri | 780 Masses X Rs.100/- | 18000/-
Fr.B. Marreddy, Navajeevan 50 Masses X Rs.100 5000/-

Masses from Bishop’s Friends:
2 Gregorian Masses for the repose of the souls of::
» Lional Sterling, » Rev. Paul Pang, OFM.

4 Novena Masses for the Intention of...
» Augustine and Barbara Young, » John KT Lie,
> Leo John Goodstadt family, » John Ignatius Kung.

3 Triduum:
» Rose Goodstadt, » Tom and Terese Kung, » AgnesKung

UPCOMING SPIRITUAL GATHERING:
DIOCESAN ANNUAL RETREAT

> September 21-25: Annual retreat for spiritual renewal at Jeevasudha
Pastoral Center, Kurnool.
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NEWS

1. KURNOOL PRIESTS CELEBRATE SILVER JUBILEE OF
BISHOP JOHANNES IN TEXAS

GATESVILLE (Texas), August 7, 2026: Priests from the Diocese of Kurnool
currently serving in the United
States gathered at Our Lady of
Lourdes Church to celebrate
the sacerdotal silver jubilee of
Most Rev. Dr Johannes
Gorantla ocd, and Father
Kowtiki Antony. Father Jayaraj
Polishetty, the parish priest,
hosted the event, which
brought together clergy
ministering across Texas who cannot attend the main celebrations in India.
During the interactive session, Bishop Johannes outlined his vision for the
diocese, emphasizing the urgent need for financial self-reliance and long-term
sustainability. He urged the overseas clergy to maintain deep connections with
their home diocese and contribute toward its growth, particularly in light of
changing Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) rules in India. Father
Bhaskar Morgudi, the mission procurator, coordinated the structural
arrangements and the Bishop’s itinerary for the
promotional tour.

The international gathering concluded with a
concelebrated Mass of thanksgiving and a formal
renewal of priestly promises. Bishop Johannes
exhorted the assembled clergymen to focus on future
pastoral challenges while strengthening the home
diocese’s administrative framework. The event
allowed the diaspora priests to express solidarity with
their local leadership and discuss practical strategies for the diocese’s
development. Attendees included local parishioners, visiting religious sisters,
and representatives from various Texan parishes.
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2. JM]J SUPERIOR GENERAL SR. MARY KARICKAKUNNEL
MEETS BISHOP OF KURNOOL ON OFFICIAL VISIT

KURNOOL August 26, 2026: Most
Reverend Dr. Johannes Gorantla ocd,
Bishop of Kurnool, received Reverend
Sister Mary Karickakunnel JM]J, Superior
General of the Congregation of Jesus Mary
Joseph (JM]J), at the Bishop’s House here
during her maiden visit to the diocese. The
Bishop welcomed the global head of the
congregation along with Reverend Sister
Tresa Kandlakunta JM]J, General Councillor, to discuss ecclesiastical
collaboration. The Superior General greeted bishop with a bouquet and shawl.
Bishop Gorantla reviewed the current pastoral, educational, and healthcare
works of the congregation in the diocese of Kurnool. Bishop shared his pastoral
priorities for the diocese. He extended his assurance of support to the leaders
for their upcoming initiatives in education and healthcare. During the
interaction, the Bishop commended the sisters for their presence in the diocesan
parishes. The prelates concluded the session with a blessing ceremony and a
photograph in the bishop’s office.

3. NEW SGN PROVINCIAL TEAM VISITS BISHOP OF KURNOOL

KURNOOL August 26, 2026: Most Rev. Dr. Johannes Gorantla ocd, Bishop
of Kurnool, was visited by Rev. Sr. Johncia SGN, Superior General of the Sisters
of Good News, along with the newly elected Provincial Superior, Sr. Rincy
Matthew SGN, and her provincial team. The visit was held to introduce the
new provincial leadership and the newly formed Holy Family Province, which
serves the Rayalaseema region. The
Sisters of Good News have recently
divided their administration into two
provinces, the Holy Family Province
and the Sacred Heart Province. The
provincialate of the Holy Family
Province will be located at Kunuturu
village in Dharmavaram Parish of the
Diocese of Kurnool. During the
meeting, the new provincial team introduced themselves to the Bishop and
discussed their services in the diocese. The Bishop assured the Sisters of his
continued support, while the Sisters of Good News expressed their commitment
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to continue their services through education, evangelization and pastoral
ministry. The Bishop wished Sr. Rincy Matthew and her team success in their
new responsibility.

4. CULTURAL CONVERGENCE: BISHOP’'S HOUSE MARKS
ONAM WITH FEAST AND TRADITION

KURNOOL, August 26, 2026: Most
Reverend Dr. Johannes Gorantla ocd led
the Onam festival celebrations at the
Bishop’s House in the Diocese of
Kurnool, alongside his clergy, religious
sisters, and domestic staff. Members of
the Sisters of St. Ann of Bangalore (SAB)
and the Sisters of the Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament (SABS) congregations joined the household staff for the
occasion. Sister Little Terese and her companions from the Adoration
congregation and Bishop House Cooks prepared a traditional Onam Sadya
featuring 30 varieties of food, including chitrannamu (colour rice), sweets, and
regional delicacies. Candidates of the Adoration sisters and the house staff

managed the event arrangements and laid out the I"ookalam, the traditiona
floral carpet, on the floor. During the gathering, Most Reverend Dr. Johannes
Gorantla OCD addressed the assembly, explaining the history of the Kerala
state festival, which marks the visit of King Mahabali and commemorates the
assurance of prosperity, health, and wealth received from Vamana. The Bishop
concluded the celebration by wishing the attendees a happy feast and thanking
the sisters and staff for preparing the meal and decorations as well as for performing
the cultural dances.

5. GUNTAKAL SHRINE BEGINS NOVENA FOR ANNUAL
FEAST WITH FLAG HOISTING

GUNTAKAL, August 29, 2026: Msgr. David Arulappa of the Diocese of
Kurnool inaugurated the novena for the annual feast of Our Lady of Good
Health shrine. Prior to the recitation of the rosary, Msgr. David Arulappa blessed
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the statue of Our Lady of Good Health, leading the congregation in a solemn
procession around the church grounds. Following the
procession, the clergy hoisted the religious flag to mark
the official commencement of the spiritual preparation
ahead of the feast on September 8, 2026. During the
Eucharistic celebration, Msgr. David Arulappa delivered
a homily focusing on the significance of the flag in the
Catholic tradition, explaining how the banner serves as a
public witness of faith, a symbol of divine protection, and
arallying point that unites believers under the patronage
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Parish Priest, Father A.
Chowrappa, alongside Father G. Prathap, the Asst. Parish
Priest confirmed that the parish administration finalized
logistical arrangements to accommodate the influx of
pilgrims and devotees traveling from across the Kurnool diocese and
neighboring regions. Father Chowrappa concluded the inaugural event by
expressing gratitude to the Msgr. David Arulappa for presiding over the
introductory ceremonies and blessing the community.

6. Nandyal Parish Radiant with Grace as Bishop Celebrates
Feast, Confers Sacraments

August 30,2026: During the Feast
of Our Lady of Good Health, Nandyal
Parish erupted in spiritual fervor as
Most Rev. Dr. Johannes Gorantla ocd,
celebrated a solemn Holy Eucharist
and administered sacraments to thirty
youth, with fifteen receiving First Holy Communion and fifteen receiving
Confirmation. In a profound homily, the Bishop reflected on the divine call to
proclaim God’s Word, reassuring the faithful that God strengthens His
messengers against all challenges and persecutions. Drawing a powerful
parallel to the prophet Jeremiah, who bore the Word like a burning fire and
could not remain silent, the prelate urged the congregation to receive the
Scripture deeply to transform their lives. The Bishop emphasized that while
God's Word often discomforts us by challenging our faults, weaknesses, and
wrong attitudes, it speaks the essential truth for human salvation. Concluding
the celebration, he exhorted everyone to listen attentively, open their hearts,
and respond faithfully, transforming the parish feast into a courageous renewal

of apostolic mission.
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NEWS FROM YOUTH COMMISSION OF THE DIOCESE

ADONI DEANERY YOUTH CELEBRATE NATIONAL SUNDAY

ADONI: More than 200 young people from various parishes participated
in the National Youth Sunday Celebration at Infant Jesus Church here on
August 8, 2026. Reverend Father G. Praveen Kumar, Dean of Adoni Deanery;,
and Reverend Father K. Rajendra Kumar, Diocesan Youth Director, inaugurated
the event by lighting a lamp alongside community leaders and youth
representatives. Father Kumar urged the youth to take responsibility in church
life and utilize their talents for the community. Father Rajendra Kumar shared
the vision of Most Reverend Dr. Gorantla Johannes, Bishop of Kurnool Diocese,
emphasizing leadership, faith, and service. Digital media influencer Mr. Srujeen
Segev conducted the opening session on artificial intelligence and social media
networks. They instructed the participants to use technology with responsibility
according to Christian values.

Mr. Amalnath led the second session, which focused on faith and daily
Christian living. He challenged the youth to live the Gospel and act as witnesses
of Christ in society. An open-floor discussion followed where participants
questioned the speakers and priests about faith matters and resolved their
doubts. The youth shared lunch before attending the Holy Eucharistic
celebration, which Father Praveen Kumar and Reverend Father M. Joseph
concelebrated. Father Rajendra Kumar delivered the homily, urging the youth
to direct their energy toward church and societal development. The Adoni
Deanery Youth Executive Committee organized the entire event, which
concluded with a pledge by the youth to act as active disciples and leaders.
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NEWS FROM HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE DIOCESE

LOURDHU MATHA HEALTH CLINIC OPENS AT KURNOOL
CATHEDRAL

Kurnool, Cathedral, August, 30, 2026:The Health Commission of the
Diocese of Kurnool headed by Dr. Suhashini, inaugurated the Lourdhu Matha
Health Clinic at Our Lady of
Lourdes Cathedral, near the
Bishop’s House in Kurnool, on
Sunday. The commission
organised the clinic under the
guidance of Most Rev. Dr.
Johannes Gorantla ocd, with the
cooperation of Rev. Fr. K.
Prathap Reddy, parish priest.
The clinic aims to provide basic
medical care to members of the
local church community who
need medical support. A team
of doctors, including Dr.
Suhasini(Paediatrician), Dr. Pradeep (Ophthalmologist), Dr. Sandeep
(Physician), Dr. Y. BalaKotaiah (Ophthalmologist), Dr. Joji Reddy, MD
(Radiologist), and Gali Shanthi (nurse) Sr. Jayavani, along with the hospital
health staff, attended to about 90 registered people and issued health record
books. The medical team conducted blood sugar, blood pressure and weight
checks for 60 patients. The screening identified 10 people with high blood
pressure and around 10 to 20 people with diabetes. The doctors offered medical
consultations, while a dietitian advised patients on food and nutrition.

The clinic will function on the first Sunday of every month from 10.30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The health committee plans to invite specialist doctors in the coming
months and will discuss ways to support the cost of laboratory tests and
medicines. With the support of the staff, nurses and 230 active church members,
the commission also plans to extend the service to youth counselling, dietary
consultation, physiotherapy and home care for the sick. Through the clinic,
the Health Commission seeks to put into practice the mission of sharing God’s
love and love of neighbour through healthcare and service.
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NEWS FROM JEEVASUDHA PASTORAL CENTRE (JPC)

DIOCESAN ANIMATORS CONCLUDE WEEKLY OUTREACH

ACROSS THREE PARISHES

1. Procession Marks Conclusion of Owk Mission

The pastoral animators of Kurnool Diocese concluded their five-day

outreach mission at Owk
Parish with a thanksgiving
mass on August 2, 2026.
Deployments began on
July 29, 2026, with teams
visiting households across
every substation to gather
family statistics, lead
prayers, teach hymns, and
preach in village churches.
Parish Priest Reverend
Father Suripogula Ravi
coordinated local logistics,

while villagers provided food, lodging, and travel expenses for the visiting
ministry teams. Father Ravi led a procession to the altar before the Diocesan
Director Fr. P. Joseph celebrated the Holy Eucharist and spoke on the teachings
of Jesus. The Salesian Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (SMMI) sisters arranged
the liturgical ceremony, and the animators managed the choir. Father Ravi
felicitated the delegation before concluding the event with a community meal

for the animators and parishioners.

2. Velugodu Parish Hosts
Animators for Rural Outreach

Pastoral animators completed
their five-day mission deployment
at Velugodu Parish on August 16,
2026. The teams commenced their
fieldwork on August 12, 2026,
reaching every substation to survey
households, conduct family prayer

o

KURNOOL VANI - SEPTEMBER 2026



sessions, and catechize youth through hymns and sermons. Parish Priest
Reverend Father Satish VC welcomed the animators, while the local laity
managed hospitality, lodging, and travel expenses. The outreach cycle
culminated with a thanksgiving mass where the Diocesan Director celebrated
the Holy Eucharist and delivered a sermon on faith. The Sisters of the Precious
Blood managed the altar arrangements, and the animators led the congregation
in hymns. Father Satish felicitated the animators and the director at the church
premises, where the parish hosted a lunch for all participants.

3. Five-Day Pastoral Drive Ends in Nandyal Region

Pastoral animators
wrapped up a multi-
parish outreach program
across Maseedpuram,
Chapirevula, and
Nandyala parishes on
August 23, 2026. The
deployment, which began
on August 19, 2026, saw
teams visiting every
substation to compile
parish census data, lead
family prayers, and preach in local chapels. Parish Priests Reverend Fathers
Rajesh, Jojireddy, and K.D. Joseph supervised the logistics, while village
communities funded the travel and hosted the animators. The campaign
concluded with a unified mass at Nandyala Parish, where the Sisters of Saint
Ann organized the liturgy and the animators conducted the choir. Reverend
Father K.D. Joseph thanked and felicitated the Diocesan Director Fr. P. Joseph
and the ministry teams during the final session, which ended with a shared
dinner for the congregation and animators.
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NEWS FROM THE DESK

DESK DIRECTOR CONDUCTS AWARENESS DRIVE IN
BOARDING SCHOOLS

Father Lahasthraya, acting as resource person, and Father Bhaskar, Director
of the Diocesan Educational Society of Kurnool (DESK), conducted a series of
awareness sessions during their recent visit to various boarding institutions.
The initiative aimed to
instill values of character
development, promote
positive community living,
and raise educational
awareness among students.
Father Lahasthraya
delivered a talk focusing on
honesty, discipline, respect,
and methods to find joy in
boarding life through
friendships. He also
provided students with
practical advice on study habits and time management. Father Bhaskar
conducted classes highlighting the role of education in shaping future career
prospects. He motivated the boarders to set personal goals, cultivate reading
habits, participate in class activities, and seek support from mentors when
needed.

The students
participated in
discussions, raised

queries, and expressed
gratitude to the visiting
team at the conclusion of
each session. This
interaction  fostered
teamwork, boosted
student confidence, and
created a supportive
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environment across the campuses. The drive resulted in an improved
understanding of character growth and enhanced awareness regarding
academic excellence. The sessions boosted student morale and generated a
positive outlook toward boarding house routines. Observers noted that the
combined efforts of Father Lahasthraya and Father Bhaskar provided moral
and academic support to the children. The organizers recommended the regular
continuation of these interactive sessions to sustain the positive impact among
the institutional boarders.

NEWS FROM KURNOOL DIOCESE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY (KDSSS)

1. HEALTHCARE REACHING THE UNREACHED: MEDICAL
CAMP AT DIGUVAPADU

The Kurnool Diocese Social Service
Society (KDSSS), in collaboration with
St. Theresa’s General Hospital,
conducted a medical camp at
Diguvapadu village in Uppaladadiya
parish on August 9, 2026. The village,
with a population of about 1,670, has
access to treated tap water and
functioning hand pumps, which
provide drinking water throughout the
year. During the camp, doctors
examined children and found that
regular access to government nutrition
programmes was supporting their
physical development and growth. The medical team provided multivitamin
supplements to the children to help prevent seasonal deficiencies and support
their health. Doctors also examined elderly residents and found stable vital
signs among most participants, while some reported joint pain and mild
hypertension. The team provided free medicines, health screenings and dietary
advice to the elderly. The camp concluded with an awareness session on
sanitation, nutrition and safe drinking water, stressing the need for these
practices to protect the health of the community.
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2. BLACKDAY: CHRISTIANS SEEK EQUAL RIGHTS FOR DALIT
CHRISTIANS

The  Kurnool
Diocese observed
Black Day at the
Kurnool  District
Collectorate on
August 10, 2026,
following a call by the
Telugu Region
Catholic Bishops’
Council and the
National Council of
Churches in India.
The protestors
demanded Scheduled
Caste status for Dalit
Christians, the repeal
of Paragraph 3 of the
1950 Presidential
Order and the
withdrawal of anti-
conversion laws in 12 states. Rev. Msgr. David Arulappa described Paragraph
3 as contrary to the principles of equality, while Rev. Fr. Pratap said that denying
Scheduled Caste status to people who embrace Christianity or Islam
discriminates against them. He referred to Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the
Constitution in support of the demand for equal rights. Rev. Fr. Lahastraya
said that a change of religion does not change a person’s caste and noted that
caste-based discrimination and untouchability continue in different forms. Rev.
Fr. John David referred to the findings of the Justice Ranganath Misra,
Chidambaram and Kaka Commissions and called for an early resolution of
the petitions concerning Dalit Christians pending before the Supreme Court.
Pastors Jayakanth and David Raju, representatives of Christian organisations,
sisters and lay faithful took part in the demonstration. At the end of the protest,
the participants submitted a representation addressed to the Prime Minister
to the District Joint Collector, who assured them that it would be forwarded to
the Central Government.
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3. EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH THE ART OF
TAILORING

The Kurnool Diocese
Social Service Society (KDSSS)
has set up tailoring training
centres at KDSSS, Nagalooty
and CSI  Palem in
Nandikotkur to help women
develop skills for employment
and self-employment. The
centres train women in
stitching, garment making
and the preparation of school uniforms, giving participants a skill that can be
used to earn an income from home or through small tailoring businesses. The
programme focuses on women from families with limited employment
opportunities and enables them to balance income-generating work with
household responsibilities. Through the training, participants learn a trade
that has regular demand in both rural and urban communities. The centres
also provide a space where women can learn together, exchange experience
and build confidence. KDSSS aims to help the participants use their tailoring
skills to contribute to family income, improve their financial security and
become more self-reliant.

4. APSSS GENERAL BODY MEETING ON 13™ AUG"2026

The General Body Meeting of the Andhra Pradesh Social Service Society
(APSSS) was held at Amruthavani Communication Centre, Secunderabad, on
August 13, 2026, with the participation of directors of diocesan social service
societies. The meeting
was chaired by Most
Rev. Dr. Polimera
Jayarao, Bishop of Eluru
and Chairman of
APSSS, with Most Rev.
Dr. Thaman Kumar,
Bishop of Nalgonda and
Vice-Chairman, in
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attendance. The members reviewed the programmes, achievements and
strategic priorities of the diocesan social service centres and examined the
challenges faced by the communities they serve. They identified areas that
require greater attention and discussed strategies for the next phase of
APSSS programmes. The meeting also stressed coordination between APSSS
and diocesan social service centres to improve programme implementation.
Rev. Fr. Jojappa Chintapalli, SCJ, assumed charge as the new Secretary of
APSSS and said he would continue the work with the guidance of the
previous members. The meeting gave priority to programmes for women,
youth and children and called for stronger efforts to respond to emerging
social needs.

5. OUR FREEDOM; OUR RESPONSIBILITY; OUR FUTURE

The Diocese of
Kurnool marked the 79th
Independence Day of
India on August 15, 2026,
at the Yathrikulamatha
Shrine, where Msgr. Rev.
Fr. Arulappa hoisted the
national flag. Addressing
the gathering, he recalled
the sacrifices of the
freedom fighters and
said that citizens have a
responsibility to protect the freedom gained through their struggle. He called
on people to keep the country clean and green, reduce pollution, address global
warming and plant more trees. Sr. Neethu DSS said that freedom came through
the sacrifices of many people and that each generation must protect it through
responsible action. She said Christians have a responsibility to use their freedom
to speak the truth with love, stand with the poor, welcome strangers and build
bridges in society. Rev. Fr. Bhaskar, Rev. Fr. Lahstraya, sisters from different
congregations and lay faithful took part in the celebration. The programme
ended with a commitment to serve society, protect the environment and
promote peace, justice and unity.
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THE PRIESTLY JOURNEY OF REVEREND FATHER
RAMA]JI SHOURY : 1978 TO 2026

The Diocese of Kurnool extends its deepest
gratitude, admiration, and prayers to Reverend Father
Ramaji Shoury as he marks the completion of an
extraordinary priestly journey spanning from 1978 to
2026. For nearly five decades, Father Ramaji Shoury
has been a steadfast pillar of faith, a compassionate
shepherd, and a dedicated servant of God. His life’s
work leaves an indelible mark on our diocese, his
native village of Onteddupalli, and the countless
communities he touched globally.

e A FounpbatioN Or FArtH AND FORMATION

Born on September 22, 1951, to devout parents Ramaji Swamidas and
Ruthamma in Onteddupalli—a traditional Catholic village renowned for
its deep spiritual heritage —Father Ramaji Shoury answered the divine call
early in life. His rigorous academic and spiritual formation took him from
local schools to minor seminary studies in Cuddapah (completing his Latin
course), followed by major seminary studies in Hyderabad where he studied
Philosophy and Theology.

His intellectual pursuit expanded well beyond the seminary; as an
external student of Osmania University, he earned a B.A. in Arts and a
Master’s degree in Sociology. He also completed diploma courses in
Journalism, Social Development, Spiritual Theology, and Missiology,
equipping himself fully for a life of multifaceted ministry.

® A CHRONOLOGICAL JOURNEY OF PRIESTLY SERVICE

Ordained a priest on January 31, 1978, in his native village by the Most
Reverend Joseph Rajappa, the first bishop of our diocese, Father Ramaji
Shoury embarked on an impeccable, decades-long timeline of dedicated
service:
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e 1978 (Feb 3): Commenced his ministry at Adoni as Assistant Priest.

e 1980 (Apr 7): Served at Kurnool Cathedral (then St. Theresa’s Church)
as Assistant Priest.

e 1980 (Aug 14): Undertook Special Studies in Spirituality at Bangalore-
Carmelaram.

e 1981 (Mar 15): Appointed Parish Priest of Gargeyapuram.

e 1982 (Jan 21): Served as Professor, teacher of Spiritual Theology, and
Procurator at St. John’s Regional Seminary, Hyderabad.

e 1984 (Jun 10): Appointed Parish Priest of Maddikera.

e 1985 (Nov 3): Appointed Spiritual Director to the Minor Seminary and
Chaplain to the New Cathedral.

e 1987 (Sep 24): Appointed Parish Priest of Atmakur.

e 1988 (Nov 7): Appointed Parish Priest of Velugodu.

e 1989 (Apr 20): Appointed Parish Priest of Nandikotkur.
e 1992 (Feb 11): Appointed Parish Priest of Allagadda.

e 1992 (May 27): Undertook Special Studies in Mission Theology in the
Philippines.

e 1993 (Apr 10): Took charge as Priest of Ramadurgam Parish.
e 1993 (May 5): Appointed Parish Priest of Owk.

e 1996 (Mar 26): Formally proclaimed the Great Jubilee Year 2000
throughout the Diocese, alongside five years of teaching the instructions
of Pope John Paul II. During this era, he also served as Director for
Laity, Evangelization, Ecumenism, and Youth.

o- 2000 (Feb 13): Appointed Parish Priest of Peddakottala.

e 2001 (Jan 28): Appointed Parish Priest of Padamati Yaleru.

e 2002 (Aug 26): Appointed Ananthapur Parish Priest and Dean.

e 2005 (Jun 18): Appointed Parish Priest and Shrine Director at Guntakal.
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e 2006 (May 30): Returned to serve as Parish Priest of Ramadurgam.

e 2009 (May 19): Traveled for ministry exposures in the United States of
America.

e 2009: Parish Priest at Maddikera

e 2010to2025: Served with distinction as an External Priest in the United
States of America.

e 2025 (Sep 22): Returns from the U.S.

e 2026 (Jan 26): Energetically provided three months of pastoral
assistance to the brother priest in Pathikonda Parish.

e 2026 (Jun 6): Provided two months of pastoral assistance to the brother
priest in Dhone Parish.

e 2026 (Jul 27): Returned to Samarpana, where he remains present today.

oA LeEcgAcY OoF GLOBAL VisioN AND UNWAVERING FIDELITY

Throughout this extensive timeline, Father Ramaji Shoury’s strategic
vision shone brightly. From initiating the Charismatic movement in the
diocese to visiting global centers of faith —including France, Germany, Italy,
the Vatican, and the Philippines—he always sought to bring the global
experience of faith back to his local community. Through all these changing
times and places, Father Ramaji Shoury remained completely docile,
faithful, and obedient to the Magisterium of the Church, the Holy See,
and the Diocesan Hierarchy.

e WiTH SINCERE GRATITUDE

As Father Ramaji Shoury returns to his quiet residency at Samarpana,
the Diocese of Kurnool collectively bows its head in appreciation. We thank
you, Father Ramaji Shoury, for your unyielding fidelity, your tireless labor,
and your loving pastoral heart. May the Good Shepherd reward you
abundantly for your forty-eight years of impeccable priestly service,
blessing your retirement with deep peace, robust health, and joyful serenity.
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FOUNDATION MASSES IN THE DIOCESE

When someone dies in our diocese, there is a possibility to the family to make a
substantial donation to the diocese, which will fix it and use its interest to celebrate regular
masses in memory of the diseased member, in whose name the foundation mass is
established. To establish a foundation Mass, the minimum donation has to be Rs. 50,000.
In addition, people can establish foundation masses also for the intentions of the living.

e For a fixed amount of Rs. 50,000: The diocese will celebrate 6 Masses each year as
long as the diocese exists. For a fixed amount of Rs. 100,000: The diocese will celebrate
12 masses every year, i.e. once a month on the date of demise.

® The Chancery will ensure and guarantee these celebrations

® A certificate will be granted to those who establish the foundation, signed by
the Bishop and the Chancellor. Please inform this in our parishes and if anyone
is interested please encourage them to contact the diocesan office.

[ N
((‘THE DAYS TO REMEMBER )
Many Many Happy Returns of the day to you dear Fathers ...
1. Rev. Fr. K. Rajendra 01-09-1987
2. Rev. Fr. M. Anthony 09-09-1979
3. Revw. Fr. S. Prakasham 11-09-1988
4. Revw. Fr. K. Jones 16-09-1957
5. Revw. Fr. Ch. John David 18-09-1982
6. Rev. Fr. R. Shoury 22-09-1951
7. Rev. Fr. M. Prasanna Kumar 24-09-1980

7
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Congratulations to you dear Fathers on the day of your
Priestly Ordination Anniversaries...

Rev. Fr. A. Prashanth .......cccccovvvviienennnni.. 05-09-2011
Rev. Fr. Gnana Prakash ......cccccccvvvevennnn... 05-09-2011
Rev. Fr. M. Ravindra ....cccceevveveeeeeeeenannn... 05-09-2011

Rev. Fr. Isaiah ... 21-09-1987
Rev. Fr. G. Francis Reddy .......ccccooiiiinnnnnnnnn. 26-09-2008

Let us remember our Departed Brother Priests, May the souls of the R I P
Faithful Departed through the Mercy of God Rest in Peace.
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